LEDROIT-KELLY MILLER ALLEY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

The LeDroit/Kelly Miller Alley Enhancement is a partnership

with the DC Housing Authority. Developed through a series of
community engagements, the design introduces new programming
into the alley connecting several DCHA properties, turning a ‘back
door’ corridor into an activity-rich amenity space. These physical
improvements provide opportunities for recreation, economic
empowerment and enhanced connectivity to the surrounding
homes and green spaces.

Chicanes, speedbumps and a speed table work in tandem to
reduce driving speeds. The introduction of curb-edged sidewalks
makes safe zones for pedestrians and two-wheeled vehicles. A
designated one-way east-west tra” ic pattern reduces the volume of
cars. The length of straightaways is reduced, making it di”icult for
drivers to get to top speed.

New small pavilions including a Carport/Pop-up Market at the
west end, Party Pavilion at the center and Makerspace at the east
end, create a series of activities. Murals throughout the space add
visual interest and an opportunity to tell the community’s stories.
An existing retaining wall topped with spiked cast-iron fencing is
transformed into a seat wall, fostering informal chats.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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INTRODUCTION WORKSHOP

The team shares project information, including site Residents tell us what they think about the alley Select a few activities (programs), some forms (design elements), and create your ideal Alley
context and design constraints. They also explain What do you like most about the alley?
the community engagement plan: Identify, Inform, What do you like least about the alley?

Conceptualize, Review, Select! What is your ideal alley?



HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

@ 1873 @ 1903 ® 1915 @ 1924 ® 1931 © 1937 @ 1945 1954 © 1968 2020'S
LeDroit park is 25 Alley Dwellings 7 Brick Dwellings added (9 lots) 3 Brick Dwelling replaced i Dwellings on the east end are demolished Dwellings in the center are demolished; All remaining alley dwellings are demolished; Existing Conditions today
founded (7 Brick, 21 Wood) 5th St NW edge is developed 3rd St NW edge is developed, Church is rebuilt in V St Houses, Kelly Miller Dwellings, and LeDroit Housing & LeDroit Senior housing is built

Williston Apartments are built
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Howard University Griffith Stadium Opens on Bland's Court V St Kelly Miller District of Columbia'
Founded in 1864 July 2419M dwellings demolished  Houses Housing built Home Rule Act

1 H U H built 1973 H H
Bland's Court Residents Bland's Court Housing Housing Evolution
US CENSUS 1910 JAMES BORCHERT ALLEY LIFE IN WASHINGTON COLLECTION ( FROM ADA ARCHIVES), COURTESY DC HISTORY CENTER REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE 10-YEAR PERIOD 1934-1944
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6 Households, 24 Residents
Professions: Laundress, Laborer, Housekeeper,
Fireman
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April 6, 1937
“Slum area south of Howard University”
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Kelly Miller: 1863-1939 Griffith Stadium: 1911- 1965 March 25,1937 Demolition, Bland's Court Houses July 15,1940 November 2022
+ Mathematician, sociologist, essayist, columnist = Home of the Washington Senators & the “..and in the alleys. Bland's Court ran through the containing inhabited alleys, even though other “This photograph was taken during the demolition ~ “View from alley into ‘jungle; fronting on V street.
« First African American student to attend John Washington Homestead Grey (Negro League) interiors of two adjacent squares in the ‘camp! squares contained houses like those in the pro- of the Bland's Court alley shacks on the site of the  The sheds in the center of the picture were used
Hopkins University These are some of the houses; they gave NCHA ceeding picture!” V Street Houses. Note the yard toilet sheds and as dwellings. They were hidden from view by a
« Appointed dean of Howard College of Arts & opportunity to begin reclamation of the area in the sagging old frame houses at the left" high fence of wood and scrap metal."

Science in 1907
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